
1

Module Description

Hello everyone! Thank you for joining the Center on Instruction’s webinar on 
Teaching Comprehension Strategies – Using Doing What  Works (DWW) 
Resources to Support Instruction for School Improve ment.

This is the second module in a series of Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension 
webinars designed to provide key principles and practices that support classroom 
instruction. Each module provides resources useful to federally funded School 
Improvement Grant (SIG) programs as well as technical assistance providers and 
others interested in school improvement.

The webinars introduce the Center on Instruction (COI) and the Doing What 
Works (DWW) websites and demonstrate how COI and DWW Reading 
Comprehension resources can be used to support the implementation of effective 
reading practices in schools. These and other multimedia resources for improving 
instruction across a variety of topics can be found on the COI and DWW websites.

My name is Sheryl Turner and I am a reading content specialist with the Center on 
Instruction. I will be presenting this webinar on Teaching Comprehension Strategies.
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COI and DWW are funded by the U. S. Department of Education for the purpose of providing easy 
access to research-based educational resources. 

� The Center on Instruction is a national content center that develops and identifies materials and 
technical assistance for instruction in literacy, mathematics, science, special education, and with 
English language learners.

� Doing What Works is a website created to disseminate information about practices that work in a 
variety of topic areas. 

� Development of the DWW practices, content, and reso urces is guided by expert 
research reviews conducted by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES):

o IES is the Department of Education’s research arm, charged with identifying what 
works, what doesn't, and why. 

o It issues Practice Guides developed by expert panels on a range of topics, such as 
adolescent literacy, elementary reading, K-12 math, using data to support instruction, 
turnaround schools, and Response to Intervention in Reading and Math.

� DWW builds a bridge from research to action by using a Learn-See-Do model to 
translate research into practical tools and resources for building knowledge and 
implementing practices.

COI and DWW literacy resources are evidence-based and support school improvement in 
PRACTICAL ways. 

This webinar shows how DWW and COI resources and to ols can support schools with planning and 
implementing effective instruction for struggling readers in low-performing elementary schools. 



� Here is a Visual Diagram to orient you to DWW’s Reading Comprehension topic. 

� It provides a snapshot of the 3 recommended research-based practices for improving 
comprehension, which are:

o Teach Comprehension Strategies
o Focus on Text Structure
o Engage Students with Text

� Along the bottom are three recommended teaching strategies
o Select appropriate texts and model comprehension strategies
o Provide students with guided practice
o Offer students opportunities for independent practice

� You will also notice a white ribbon wrapping around the practices. This shows the key 
comprehension strategies students should learn to use independently: e.g., predicting, 
questioning, visualizing, retelling, inferring, monitoring.

The practices are based on recommendations from the IES Practice Guide, Improving 
Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd G rade , which is available for 
download from the DWW and COI websites.

In this webinar:  We’re going to take a closer look at Teaching Comprehension 
Strategies and preview a sampling of Doing What Works LEARN-SEE-DO resources to 
help implement this practice…

Teach students reading comprehension strategies usi ng carefully selected texts.
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Let’s explore the resources that Doing What Works has to offer educators to support 
the planning and implementation of these practices. Remember that DWW follows a 
LEARN-SEE-DO model.  

First let’s take a look at some of the resources found in the website’s LEARN What 
Works section:

� Here you’ll find video interviews with nationally-known experts, such as Dr. Nell 
Duke, who shares her knowledge about the research, essential components, 
and implementation strategies related to the practice of teaching comprehension 
strategies.  In this section you can hear Dr. Duke talk about what good readers 
do and the use of gradual release of responsibility to ensure students have 
greater success in implementing comprehension strategies when they read. 

� In addition, the LEARN section includes a brief summary of the research 
evidence underlying the practice as well as links to the key research reviewed 
by the expert panel, and the key concepts or components that need to be in 
place to effectively implement a practice.

� Now we’re going to take a closer look at the Research and Key Concepts to 
better understand:

o what the comprehension strategies research means for classroom 
instruction.
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One recommended research-based practice in K-3 reading comprehension research is to teach 
students reading comprehension strategies using carefully selected texts.

There is strong evidence that teaching students how to use comprehension strategies independently 
has positive effects on reading comprehension.  “Comprehension strategies help readers enhance their 
understanding, overcome difficulties in comprehending text, and compensate for weak or imperfect 
knowledge related to the text.”

So, what does this mean for classroom instruction, especially in low-performing schools (that 
is, what key components need to be in place)? 

First, it is important to teach students how to use  several of the research-based reading 
comprehension strategies.  Students need a repertoire of strategies to use when they encounter text 
that is difficult to understand.  Ten studies identified and examined six specific strategies that 
demonstrated the positive effects of comprehension strategies on early grade students’ comprehension.  
We will discuss these strategies as we move through the presentation.  They included:

• Activating prior knowledge or predicting
• Questioning 
• Visualizing
• Summarizing or Retelling 
• Making Inferences, and
• Using monitoring, clarifying or fix-up strategies

Secondly, strategies can be taught individually and  then later can be used in combination, such 
as with reciprocal teaching.

Finally, strategies should be taught by using a gra dual release of responsibility from the teacher 
to the student.  Scaffolding is one of the most important features of the gradual release of 
responsibility model. The teacher monitors understanding while students are learning how to use a 
strategy and then increases or decreases the amount of support based on what the child can do.  
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To learn more about how to implement this practice, let’s take a look at an excerpt 
from the expert interview with literacy expert Dr. Nell Duke who served on the IES 
Panel that developed the Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten 
Through 3rd Grade Practice Guide and is a professor at Michigan State University.

In this interview, Dr. Duke:

o Discusses what good readers do,

o Defines a comprehension strategy and shares specific strategies,

o And offers examples of what comprehension strategy instruction looks 
like in the classroom.



As you listen, ask yourself these questions and tak e notes:

� What is a comprehension strategy?  Why should we teach students to use comprehension 
strategies?

� What are some of the comprehension strategies that research has shown to help students 
improve their reading comprehension in the early years of school?

How might this video help you plan… 

� lessons (if you are a teacher), or

� staff development (if you are a coach/administrator)?

Let’s listen…  Video excerpt: “What Good Readers Do”
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• Video excerpt: “What Good Readers Do”
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• Now that you’ve listened to Dr. Duke, pause here and take a few minutes to share ideas 
about how you might use this video in planning instruction or staff development.

• As an optional activity, you can:

o download the transcript of this expert interview before the webinar begins, and

o “mark it up” with your notes, questions, and comments or highlight sections for later 
reflection or group discussion.

9



10

It is important to see how knowledge from the comprehension strategy research is put into practice in 
classroom instruction.  Doing What Works provides this in the SEE How It Works section. Here 
you’ll find examples of the practice in action, including slideshow presentations, video and audio 
interviews, and sample materials.

� I’m going to show you an excerpt from the slideshow, Question Sea: On- and Under-the-
Surface Questions . Here you’ll see how the teacher uses the gradual release of responsibility to 
teach students a new strategy.

� As you watch, think about how the teacher prepares and guides students through the use 
of the comprehension strategy questioning ? For example, how she:

o Moves from modeling to guided practice to independent practice in centers
o Provides clear purpose for the use of the skill in all reading of text
o Encourages independent use of the skill

� Let’s watch…
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� Now that you’ve watched, let’s pause again so you can share what you observed.

� Remember, after the webinar, you can download the slideshow transcript to learn more about 
this teacher’s approach to teaching a comprehension strategy, such as questioning. 

� In addition, you can download the teacher resources and sample materials that the teacher used 
in the entire slideshow presentation: Question Sea Worksheets, I Can Read Strategy Books,  
and Illustration of Gradual Release of Responsibility to learn more.
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On this slide, you see the resources available in the DO What Works section, 
which includes Ideas for Action and Tools & Templates. These resources are 
intended to help you implement the practice. They can be adapted and combined in 
different ways to fit the specific needs of your school or classroom.

� Ideas for Action show how DWW practice resources for principals and coaches, 
as well as other literacy leaders, can be combined and used to address a 
specific school or classroom issue, such as “How can I raise staff awareness 
about the importance of teaching reading comprehension strategies?” These 
often include resource examples for facilitating discussions, conducting mini-
workshops, or supporting teacher collaboration.

• Tools & Templates help you use specific DWW materials to implement the 
practice and improve your instruction. These tools include planning tools and self-
assessment.  Each tool is a downloadable Word document that you can edit and 
adapt to serve your needs.
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Now, let’s take a few minutes to look at portions of the DO tool you see on the 
screen, Teacher Self-Assessment: Gradual Release of Respons ibility . 

� You can…

o use this self assessment and planning tool that is designed to help you 
DO the practice,

o while you SEE the practice demonstrated in the videos.

This gives you one idea of how DWW resources can be combined to learn about 
and implement a practice.
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Here you see Parts I and II of the tool. The first section provides you with the 
opportunity to reflect on your own practice or the practice of teachers in your school 
in providing reading comprehension instruction. 

In Part II you are given the opportunity to consider what the “gradual release of 
responsibility” looks like with research-based comprehension strategies.  You are 
prompted to watch the expert video, A Gradual Release of Responsibility , with 
Dr. Nell Duke, then use the information in a section of the IES K-3 Comprehension 
practice guide, to outline the gradual release of responsibility for a specific 
comprehension strategy.
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� Here you see Part III of the tool. It includes a table for taking notes as you view 
three video and slideshow presentations. 

� As you watch the presentations, you can take notes about the different ways the 
teachers:

� describe or explain reading strategies, 
� model reading strategies, 
� provide opportunities for guided practice, and 
� support students’ independent use of comprehension strategies.
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Let’s watch an excerpt from one of the presentation s used in the Teacher 
Self-Assessment, Using Thinkalouds With Fiction and Nonfiction Text …  This 
educator demonstrates how to use thinkalouds to promote comprehension.

How does the teacher use thinkalouds to promote comprehension?
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The final part of the tool is to guide your planning. After observing how the teachers 
in the three video and slideshow presentations provide a gradual release of 
responsibility with comprehension strategies, you can use Part IV of the tool to think 
about your future practice and what you might do in the classroom to provide 
explicit instruction. Coaches and literacy leaders can use this tool to provide 
information to use when supporting teachers.
_______________________________________________________________
� After this webinar , you can download: 

o This tool, Teacher Self-Assessment: Gradual Release of Responsibility

o The transcript for the videos and slideshows:

o A Gradual Release of Responsibility,

o Using Thinkalouds With Fiction and Nonfiction Texts,

o Targeting Reading Strategies: Summarizing, and

o Question Sea: On- and Under-the-Surface Questions. 

� You can also download the sample materials that were used by the educators:

� Question Sea Worksheets

� “I Can”… Reading Strategy Books.
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Visit the Center on Instruction (COI) and Doing Wha t Works (DWW) websites 
to see additional reading comprehension resources t hat can support all 
schools with their improvement efforts.

COI offers materials and technical assistance to su pport: 

• Leadership

• Improving Literacy Instruction 

• Professional Development

DWW offers practical tools and resources for implem enting:

• K-3 Engaging Students with Text

• K-3 Focus on Text Structure

• Teaching Literacy in English to K-5 English Learners

• Response to Intervention in Primary Grade Reading

Review the DWW and COI resource list handouts to identify information that can 
be used to implement plans or provide additional information for planning reading 
comprehension instruction.



Available for download from the COI website are the webinar’s:

� PowerPoint slideshow and video, 

� PowerPoint file with embedded presenter notes, 

� Participant note-taking form, and 

� Handouts. 

_________________________________________________________

Keep in mind that before the webinar begins , you can download the:

� Presenter notes to guide your presentation, and

� Participant note-taking form for participants to use during the presentation. 
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Webinar Handouts

The handouts provided include the media transcripts, sample materials, tools, and 
other resources described throughout the webinar.

� You can choose to download the handouts before the presentation to share 
with participants, OR

� You may decide to ask participants to refer to or use these resources after 
the webinar .

COI and DWW resources are ideal for use as professional development tools for 
working with state, district, and school staff.
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� And that concludes today’s webinar.

� Thank you for your time and attention! 

� It has been a pleasure to share the COI and DWW reading comprehension 
resources with you.

� Please be sure to listen to the other three webinars in this K-3 Reading 
Comprehension series that are also available on the COI website. Look for…

o Overview of K-3 Reading Comprehension Research, 

o Focus on Text Structure, and

o Engaging Students with Text.

� Also, don’t forget to visit the COI (www.centeroninstruction.org) and DWW 
websites (dww.ed.gov) for more information.

____________________________________________________________________________

Disclaimer :  The Center on Instruction is funded by the U. S. Department of Education for the 
purpose of providing research-based resources and technical assistance. However, its work is not 
explicitly endorsed by the federal government.


